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50 Tech Tips
These series of resources, tips, and other assorted ways to spend your money are 
designed to give you options.  As always, there are a few things to keep in mind...

•  I’m sure there are better options - let me know about them.

•  Your teaching should drive technology use, not visa versa.

•  Practice! It’s ok to fail...keep at it. The students will appreciate the effort!

•  Technology changes quickly, new and better options pop up all the time.

•  You are the teacher...not their iPad.  If an iPad can do everything, why are we  
 paying you? (wait...don’t tell Rick Smith...)

•  Technology is not always the answer...in my Physics class, pen and paper is the 
best option most time...you try finding those Greek letters on an iPad keyboard!

Click on the headers to access more  
information about the topic
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1 Dropbox Evernote 2

Price:
FREE!!!

Dropbox is my most valuable 
program and it should be 
installed on all of your mobile 
devices and computers.

Dropbox allows you to share 
files among all of your devices 
and selected files to other 
people.  

Uses:

• Have the files on your home computer match those 
files on your school computer.  Any changes are 
automatically synced.

• Allow students or parents to access any file in your 
Dropbox account (simply right click on the file and 
select “Share Dropbox Link”

• Ensure that your data will be safe even if your 
computer dies a horrible death.

• Access files anywhere.

Price:
FREE!!!

Evernote is a very versatile 
program that allows you to 
share different types of text 
among all devices.

There are a ton of different 
uses...its worth trying out to 
find a use for yourself.

Uses:

• Create lesson plans on your computer, then bring up 
the note on your iPad as you teach the lesson.

• Make a list to help plan something (maybe a grocery 
list)

• Store internet information you want to keep around 
(using Web Clipper)

• Record “Stream of Consciousness” thoughts and 
search for them later.

http://www.dropbox.com/
http://www.dropbox.com/
http://www.evernote.com/
http://www.evernote.com/
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3 Google Chrome Prezi 4 

Price:
FREE!!!

Internet Explorer is the 
browser that is initially installed 
on all Windows computers. 
Unfortunately, it’s also one of 
the worst.  Try out Google 
Chrome.

Is it going to change your 
world, probably not...but it 
might run better than IE.

Tip:

• Google Chrome has one 
“address bar”.  It also 
doubles as a search bar. 
There is no reason to 
go to www.google.com, 
just type your search 
term in the “onmibar”

Price:
FREE!!!

Prezi is a presentation tool that 
is a little bit more creative than 
a simple Powerpoint.

It is browser-based, which 
means that you don’t have to 
worry about files at all.

Don’t go crazy using it. When 
it comes to an effective 
presentation, content is much 
more important than flash!

Alternatives:

• Firefox

• Opera

http://www.google.com/chrome/
http://www.google.com/chrome/
http://www.google.com/chrome/
http://www.google.com/chrome/
http://www.google.com/chrome/
http://www.prezi.com/
http://www.prezi.com/
http://www.google.com
http://www.google.com


4

5 Powerpoint Wikipedia 6

Price:
FREE!!!

(for our teacher 
computers at least)

Powerpoint is the bane of 
educators.  It tricks us into 
believing that having students 
copy mass amounts of text 
from a screen is in some way 
analogous to “teaching”.

Please be careful with 
Powerpoint. There is a place 
for Powerpoint in education, 
but its easy to let Powerpoint 
take over.

Powerpoint Tips
• Keep the content to a minimum...we all groan when we see a big block 

of text, but then have no problems showing that to students.  Use text 
to highlight main points, not listing every fact

• Don’t read from the slides.  Students can sorta read. If you are just 
reading from slides, we can replace you with Siri.

• Make students listen to you, not act like a Xerox machine.  Too many 
student think notes are only from the board...they ignore the things you 
actually say.

• Only use bullets if you have a list of items (such as this example)

• If you just give students a copy of your presentation, they will spend 
less time wasting time copying text.

Price:
FREE!!!

Wikipedia is one of the 
greatest creations of our 
modern age.  Never before 
has this amount of human 
knowledge been available to 
everyone for free.

Sadly, teachers have taken the 
attitude that Wikipedia is a bad 
thing...probably because they 
use the old educators maxim 
that it is easier to stop kids 

Why should students be using Wikipedia?

• Find primary sources (listed at the bottom of articles)

• Download high quality images

• Quick reference on a topic

• Like it or not, it’s the future

from using something than it is to teach them how to use it.
(see, for example, or internet firewall)

Quick Tip: Wikipedia article too confusing for students, set the 
language to “Simple English” - tada...instant comprehension

http://www.wikipedia.com/
http://www.wikipedia.com/
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7 Google Drive Poll Everywhere 8

Price:
FREE!!!

Google Drive is a system that 
sort of merges Dropbox and 
Microsoft Office without ever 
truly excelling in either.

A great use of Google Drive is 
with its collaborative features. 
Multiple students can edit the 
same document, even at the 
same time.  No more figuring 
out who has the newest version. 

Caution:
If you assign anything other 
than basic word 
processing, make sure that 
Google Drive can handle 
what you want the students 
to do.  Physics students 
can’t use it because it 
doesn’t contain enough 
math features.

Price:
FREE!!!
(for a basic 

account, you can 
pay to upgrade)

Poll Everywhere allows you 
leverage something your 
students will never leave at 
home or forget - their cell 
phone.

Poll Everywhere allows 
students to respond to teacher 
prompts using their cell phone. 
A nice thing about this service 
is that the teacher gets direct 
feedback instantaneously.

Ideas for Classroom Use:

• “Bell Ringer Question” - posted as students walk in, 
students answer as they are getting settled.

• Allow students to ask questions via phone without 
drawing attention to themselves.

• Quickly assess the class’ ability level by questioning.

Idea:
Use the Google Forms to 
have students assess each 
other in groups.  It allows 
feedback to be anonymous 
and if you use numbers, 
you can analyze the 
numbers quickly.

Warning...while most cell phone plans have unlimited texting 
these days, not all do. Using this might be running up a bill... 

http://www.google.com/drive
http://www.google.com/drive
http://www.google.com/drive
http://www.polleverywhere.com/
http://www.polleverywhere.com/


6

9 YouTube ClipConverter 10

Price:
FREE!!!

Ol’ YouTube. This site has a 
TON of junk...but it also has a 
ton of great educational 
videos.  I’ve used MANY 
YouTube videos in class to 
show or explain things that I 
just can’t do in class.

While its blocked on the 
website...its not blocked on the 
iPad ;)

“Raynolds - I can’t use this...the county 
blocked it!”
True...it may be tough to use in the classroom.  But nothing 
is stopping you from creating a “channel” for your class that 
students can watch at home.  You can share a list of videos 
(that other people put the time and effort into making) that 
you students can see under your “channel”.

This is a neat way to supply some enrichment to students 
who might be a little ahead of the others in your class.

Price:
FREE!!!

We’ve all been 
there...there’s a video we 

want to show the class but our 
lovely internet doesn’t think it is a 
high priority to show it.

How?
1. Go to clipconverter.cc

2. Paste the address of the video you are trying to watch 
(whatever shows up in the address bar).

3. Select “mp4”

4. “Continue!”

5. Select the highest resolution you have.

6. “Start”

7. Place in your Dropbox and the video will be ready for 
you when you get to school.

Instead of streaming the video, download it ahead of 
time.  This will allow you to show the video as often as 
you want without any buffering.

Bonus: It isn’t blocked by HCDE!

http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.clipconverter.cc/
http://www.clipconverter.cc/
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11 Notability iWork Apps 12

Price:
$2.99

Notability is my favorite note 
taking app for students.  It 
allows students to organize 
notes into classes and gives 
them several types of tools for 
note taking.

Students can type, write, or 
draw their notes (or some bold 
combination of the three).  
They can also record audio!

Price:
FREE!!!

Apple provides several fantastic 
apps for free with your iPad. 
Chief among them are...

• Pages - Document editor, 
allows you to create anything 
from a simple Word document 
to a promotional bulletin!

• Keynote - Apple’s answer to 
Powerpoint. Allows you to 
create presentations straight 
from your iPad.

• Numbers - Create 
spreadsheets to organize 
large bits of data.

• iMovie - Video something with 
your iPad, edit the video, and 
upload it to YouTube or 
Dropbox, straight from your 
iPad

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/notability/id360593530?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/notability/id360593530?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/managebac/id633976862?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/managebac/id633976862?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/managebac/id633976862?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/managebac/id633976862?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/managebac/id633976862?mt=8
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13 PowerTeacher Wolfram Alpha 14
This iPad app allows you to 
grade and take attendance 
straight from the iPad.  It can 
be a little wonky to set up...but 
once you’ve got it going, it’s 
sort of neat.  

Price:
$2.99

Wolfram Alpha is a dream for 
mathematicians and scientists.  
It’s like a super calculator.  You 
can access it online for free 
but the app is pretty nice if you 
ever have to do any math 
more advanced than multiply 
or divide.

Favorite Search Terms:

• “What’s flying overhead” - you will get a list of planes 
close to your location. Click on a plane for more info.

• Your birthdate - Wolfram will give you more information 
than you could ever want to know.  Include the place 
you were born for more info.

• Any food - it will give you nutritional information (which 
is obviously very important to me!)

• How many days until May 27th - just cause...

Price:
FREE!!!

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/powerteacher-mobile/id390563073?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/powerteacher-mobile/id390563073?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/powerteacher-mobile/id390563073?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/wolframalpha/id334989259?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/wolframalpha/id334989259?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/wolframalpha/id334989259?mt=8
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15 TurnItIn ManageBac 16

Price:
FREE!!!

Family got you down?

Not having fun on your beach 
vacation?

Too much free time?

Well just pull out your iPad and 
you can grade some papers! 
With this app, you can view, 
grade, and comment on 
students papers.  You can 
even leave them a mean audio 
message if the mood strikes!

Price:
FREE!!!

SMMHS teachers know all 
about the joys of ManageBac. 
The iPad app allows you to 
keep track of what’s going on 
and to communicate with your 
students on the fly if that’s 
what’s needed.

You can also view your unit 
plans and calendar.

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/turnitin/id657602524?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/turnitin/id657602524?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/managebac/id633976862?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/managebac/id633976862?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/managebac/id633976862?mt=8
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17 Doceri Explain Everything 18

Price:
FREE!!!

Doceri is a neat little app I 
came across that allows you to 
use your iPad as a whiteboard. 
It functions very similar to the 
Promethean Board.

The big difference between 
this app and a P. Board is that 
this app will actually record 
your drawing/writing and 
record your voice.  This can 
then be uploaded to Youtube 
for all the world to see (or at 
least a student who was sick 
or an overachiever that wants 
to see you work out that 
problem again.

This also free the interactivity 
from the wall, you can pass 
the iPad to a student and they 
can write/draw whatever they 
want from their seat.

Caveat:
If you can’t connect 
your iPad to a 
screen...this app might 
not be a ton of help.

Price:
$29.99

Explain Everything is similar 
but different than Doceri. EE is 
more focused on allowing you 
to create a video presentation 
beforehand from your iPad. It 
has a crazy number of features 
including putting in videos of 
yourself, web pages, files from 
your Dropbox or Google Drive, 
etc...

Check it out!

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/doceri-interactive-whiteboard/id412443803?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/doceri-interactive-whiteboard/id412443803?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/explain-everything/id431493086?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/explain-everything/id431493086?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/explain-everything/id431493086?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/explain-everything/id431493086?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/explain-everything/id431493086?mt=8
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19 TI-nspire App App Store 20

Price:
$29.99

Price:
???

There are a ton of neat apps 
on the App Store that you 
could use in your class.  
Education apps are hot and a 
little searching may prove 
fruitful.

Fun Physics Apps:
This past summer I visited the Exploratorium in San 
Francisco...probably the finest science museum in the 
nation!  I was in heaven!  They had a ton of stuff to play 
with and I spent hours there.  Later, when searching in 
the App Store, I found two apps “Sound Uncovered” and 
“Color Uncovered”.  They are two free apps that anyone, 
not just a Physics jock, would have fun with and will 
learn something from.

The app is what it says, it’s a 
little Ti-nspire calculator in your 
iPad.  Supposedly it offers a ton 
of mathematical options and 
fun...talk to Kathy and she can 
explain it all - I’m sure.

I haven’t dropped the 30 bucks 
on this app, but it sure looks 
cool!

English teachers...skip this one

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/ti-nspire/id590823242?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/ti-nspire/id590823242?mt=8
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21 Apple TV Airserver/Reflector 22

Price:
$89.99

The Apple TV is one of many 
devices that can connect a 
television to the internet.  I use 
mine to watch Netflix often.

For teachers, the big draw is it 
allows you to stream an Apple 
product to a video projector.

How do I use this in class?
For most teachers, you might need a bit extra to 
connect this to your Promethean Board.  The output 
from this device is HDMI which you only find on the 
newer Promethean Boards.  The next two items are 
both items that would let you connect the Apple TV to a 
projector.

If you are unsure of what cables you need, find 
someone that uses an Apple TV (there are a few at 
school that do) and they can help you out.

Price:
$12.99

AirServer is a program that you 
can run on your computer that 
will allow the computer running 
the program to act like an Apple 
TV and will receive images and 
video from an iPad and iPhone. 

NOTE: AirServer DOES NOT 
WORK WITH WINDOWS 
XP...for XP You will need 
“REFLECTOR”

Danger!!!

For best results - in my experience these programs work 
best when both computers are on the wireless network.

To get your wired computer to talk to the iPad, you will 
need a wireless adaptor. You can get one for under $10 at 
Amazon, just search for, “usb wireless network adaptor”

There are free demos for 
both programs...try 

before you buy!

http://www.apple.com/appletv/
http://www.apple.com/appletv/
http://www.airserver.com/
http://www.airserver.com/
http://www.airserver.com/
http://www.airserver.com/
http://www.airserver.com/


13

23 HDMI to VGA Handbrake 24

Price:
$38.49

This is a great option if you 
have an AppleTV. This hooks 
up to an Apple TV and 
provides VGA out (the 
common type of computer 
video signal your Promethean 
Board is using).

To use this, you will also need 
an extra VGA cable and audio 
cable...

Price:
FREE!!!

Handbrake lets you take video 
from a DVD and make a video 
file from it that you can keep 
on your computer.  This is 
handy if you need to get a 
video ready for a sub...instead 
of figuring out how to play a 
DVD, they can just double 
click on the video file on the 
Desktop of your computer.

What now...what do I need exactly...?
Click on the words to go to a page to buy

• Apple TV

• Kanex ATVPRO

• VGA Cable (ask Jason)

• 3.5mm male/male cable

• A smart student to install it all

• Reimbursement form from Julie

It ain’t pretty, 
but it works!

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0082AFROO/ref=oh_details_o00_s00_i00?ie=UTF8&psc=1/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0082AFROO/ref=oh_details_o00_s00_i00?ie=UTF8&psc=1/
http://www.handbrake.fr/
http://www.handbrake.fr/
http://www.handbrake.fr/
http://www.handbrake.fr/
http://www.handbrake.fr/
http://www.amazon.com/Apple-MD199LL-A-TV/dp/B007I5JT4S/ref=sr_1_1?s=electronics&ie=UTF8&qid=1390345027&sr=1-1&keywords=apple+tv
http://www.amazon.com/Apple-MD199LL-A-TV/dp/B007I5JT4S/ref=sr_1_1?s=electronics&ie=UTF8&qid=1390345027&sr=1-1&keywords=apple+tv
http://www.amazon.com/Kanex-ATVPRO-AirPlay-Mirroring-Projector/dp/B0082AFROO
http://www.amazon.com/Kanex-ATVPRO-AirPlay-Mirroring-Projector/dp/B0082AFROO
http://www.amazon.com/Parts-Express-3-5mm-Stereo-Cable/dp/B0002ZPJZO/ref=sr_1_3?s=electronics&ie=UTF8&qid=1390345131&sr=1-3&keywords=3.5mm+Stereo+Male+To+Male+Cable
http://www.amazon.com/Parts-Express-3-5mm-Stereo-Cable/dp/B0002ZPJZO/ref=sr_1_3?s=electronics&ie=UTF8&qid=1390345131&sr=1-3&keywords=3.5mm+Stereo+Male+To+Male+Cable


14

25 Jog the Web Clock App 26

Price:
FREE!!!

This is a very simple website 
that allows you to set up a 
series of webpages for the 
students to browse at your 
guidance. You can set the order 
of the sites and you can set up 
comments that the students see 
when they reach the site. It can 
allow for much more focused 
work than saying to “Go 
Research” something or trying to 
list a long litany of website 
addresses on the board.

Price:
FREE!!!

The clock app is one of those 
provided apps that doesn’t get 
the love it deserves.  This app 
features a giant timer that can be 
great for keeping students (or 
teachers) on task during a 
lesson.  Just pull open the app, 
set the amount of time you want 
it to run for, and hit start.  Even if 
you were distracted by a 
particularly engaging game of 
Solitaire, the app will let you 
know when its time to move on 
to the next thing!

Other Classroom Management Apps
• Too Noisy - App uses the microphone to help warn students when the 

noise level gets too high

• Class Dojo - Allows for quick marking of behavior during class - if parent 
conference is necessary - you’ll have an easy to access log of behavior

• Random Name Selector - Does what the title says, picks names at 
random for whatever you need that for.

http://www.jogtheweb.com/
http://www.jogtheweb.com/
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27 ThreeRing Creative Cloud 28

Price:
FREE!!!

Students produce a ton of work 
throughout the year - wouldn’t it 
be nice to provide an easy way 
to organize that work and 
access it when you’d like.

Imagine having a website with 
pictures of all of the student’s 
artwork of the course of a year. 
You could show them their 
progress as the year has gone 
on.

Parents can even receive an 
account and can see the work 
whenever they want.

Price:
$29.99/mo

Is this a little pricy...yes.

Are you going to find anything 
better to produce video, 
graphics, layout, sound, 
etc...no!

This package is for students 
and teachers only...and it 
includes all of Adobe’s 
professional level editing 
software.

Included Programs...
Audition
Acrobat
After Effects
Bridge
Dreamweaver
Edge Animate
Reflow
CodeInspect
Typekit
Encore

Fireworks
Flash
Muse
Media Encoder
Illustrator
InCopy
InDesign
Photoshop
Prelude
Premiere Pro

http://threering.com/
http://threering.com/
http://www.adobe.com/CreativeCloud
http://www.adobe.com/CreativeCloud
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29 Personal Videos Pixton 30
When you are out and about, 
don’t be afraid to use your 
cellular device to choice to shoot 
a video that might enhance some 
aspect of class.

Looking at pictures of historical 
monuments is great and all, but a 
video taken by the teacher 
pointing out specific points on the 
monument means a lot more.

Always be on the lookout!

Price:
FREE!!!

Pixton is a neat new website 
that allows a user to create a 
comic strip (even if you can’t 
draw a stick figure).  It’s quite 
versatile and allows a student 
to get excited to express their 
knowledge about a subject in a 
neat way.

Price:
FREE!!!

Example from Physics
Over Thanksgiving, I travelled to Wyoming to visit 
family.  While on my tiny propeller plane to Laramie, I 
shot video of the propellor of the plane...and used it to 
talk about why the video looked funny when we covered 
CCD sensors.  Later in the trip, I made a series of 
videos with my mother talking about thermodynamic 
changes that occur in a cooking turkey. (for the record, 
my mother isn’t very convincing as a famous physicist)

I had my students draw a comic about the life of a star 
when studying Cosmology this year - they loved it and 
they recalled that knowledge very well on the test.  Next 
year, I’m using this!

http://www.pixton.com/
http://www.pixton.com/
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31 Cool Wallpaper PrintScreen 32

Price:
FREE!!!

Price:
FREE!!!

Any computer, PC or Mac will 
let you capture an area of your 
screen to insert into a 
document.  Depending on how 
you get the image, you might 
need to use a graphics 
program to mess with it but its 
a nice way to add some 
graphic to a document.

How do I do this?

• PC:  Hit “PrintScreen”.  This will save the screen in 
your clipboard.  Hit “Paste” in another document 
(Word) and crop the image to your delight!

• Mac: “Ctrl” “Shift” “4” will bring up a tool that lets you 
select anything you want to save.  Once you draw a 
rectange around what you want, your new image will 
be on your Desktop.

• iPad: Hold down the home button and the power 
button. An image of what’s on screen will appear in 
your Image Library

Don’t be stuck with the boring Apple 
Wallpaper - spice things up with some 
cool pictures. My favorite site is 
interfacelift.com - you can specify that 
you want an image for an iPad Air and 
it will give you the proper size. This 
works on computer desktops as well!

http://interfacelift.com/
http://interfacelift.com/
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33 Shortcuts ifttt.com 34

Price:
FREE!!!

It physically pains me every 
time someone reaches for the 
“Edit” menu in the toolbar to 
copy or paste something.  
There’s a much easier way to 
do it that will save you a ton of 
time if you are as unoriginal as 
I am!

Remember these 
Price:

FREE!!!

ifttt stands for “If This, Then 
That”.  This service lets the 
internet do stuff for you when 
other stuff happens.

Vague...?

Yes!  It’s vague because it is a 
very flexible solution. There 
are a ton of things you can do 
with this!

Examples...

• When it snows, you get a text saying, “SNOW!!!!” 

• When someone follows your class’ Twitter stream, ifttt 
automatically sends them a message welcoming them

• When you get an email from Mrs. Copp mentioning a 
webinar it sends you a text so you can register early!

• Save all of your Instagram selfies to Dropbox...for easy 
perusal later.

Copy...Ctrl-C
Copies whatever you’ve 
selected and stores it in your 
“clipboard”.  Keeps original

Copy...Ctrl-X
Takes whatever you’ve 
selected and stores it in your 
“clipboard”. Deletes original.

Paste...Ctrl-V
Takes whatever is in your 
clipboard and places it in 
your document.

Undo...Ctrl-Z
My favorite shortcut.  When 
you mess up, hit Ctrl-Z and 
watch it disappear...

http://www.ifttt.com/
http://www.ifttt.com/
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35 Computer Ports Restart 36
Plugging stuff into a computer looks intimidating, but it isn’t 
that tough.  Each plug can only go in one place due to its 
shape.  Here’s a list of what goes in each plug!

Price:
FREE!!!

It seems simple...but a 
simple restart to the 
computer will solve many 
things.  Sometimes the 
computer gets a little 
ornery and needs a brief 
little nap.  Before 
resorting to drastic means 
(like calling Bo), try 
restarting first.

speakers
microphone

CAT-5 (Internet)

USB Ports  
Tons of stuff goes in here including... 
- Mouse  
- Keyboard  
- Printer 
- Promethean Board  
- Flash Drive  
- Aquarium (look it up!) 

VGA Cable  
Monitor goes here...

Serial Cable  
Stay away...thar be dragons

Parallel Port 
Some old printers...maybe...

This space available for advertising.  

Reasonable-ish rates!

Contact Chris at 423-867-5309
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37 Screencast 38 Quick Key

Price:
FREE!!!

Ever wish that you could show 
a recording of yourself doing 
something on the computer. 

Editing an Excel document...

Creating a piece of art...

Grading Extended Essays...

Screencast-O-Matic is your 
tool!  Nothing to download, just 
go to the website and start 
recording.  You can host the 

Price:
FREE!!!

Quick Key is a new app (I 
believe it is still in beta) that 
lets you use your smartphone 
(or iPad) to grade a scantron 
test.

Instead of going down to the 
library and figuring out the 
scantron machine, instead you 
print out a special grid for the 
assessment, then use your 
phone’s camera to grade! 

video from the site or put it on Youtube.  Check it out!

Great for doing a quick lesson for students who missed 
or flipping the classroom.

http://www.screencast-o-matic.com/
http://www.screencast-o-matic.com/
http://www.screencast-o-matic.com/
http://http://www.quickkeyapp.com/
http://http://www.quickkeyapp.com/
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39 Skype/Facetime 40 bit.ly

Price:
FREE!!!

Covering a subject that 
someone else could talk about 
with much more authority? 
Don’t spend HCDE’s tens of 
dollars on flying them in and 
having them speak to the 
class, talk to them via Skype 
or Facetime.  Both of these 
apps are free on the iPad and 
provide an easy way for your 
students to interact with an 
expert in their field.

Price:
FREE!!!

Some of the web address we 
ask our student to go to are 
way too complicated.  bit.ly 
allows you to shorten a long 
address into something that’s 
easy to remember.

If you want to try your hand at 
spectral analysis, would you 
rather be told to go to... 

• http://cas.sdss.org/dr7/en/proj/basic/spectraltypes/ 
 
or...  

• http://bit.ly/raynoldsstaractivity1 
(and if you need more Stellar Physics work, try out 
http://bit.ly/raynoldsstaractivity2

Not only does it make the links easier to communicate, but 
bit.ly saves all of your links in case you need them later! 

Ideas for Use

• Skype with an author about 
his or her book

• Connect with a class from 
another country

• Contact a scientist that’s 
doing the science you are 
talking about in class!

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/skype-for-ipad/id442012681?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/skype-for-ipad/id442012681?mt=8
http://bit.ly/
http://bit.ly/
http://cas.sdss.org/dr7/en/proj/basic/spectraltypes/
http://cas.sdss.org/dr7/en/proj/basic/spectraltypes/
http://bit.ly/raynoldsstaractivity1
http://bit.ly/raynoldsstaractivity1
http://bit.ly/raynoldsstaractivity2
http://bit.ly/raynoldsstaractivity2
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41 SMMHS Calendar SMMHS Mail 42

Price:
FREE!!!

Our school’s calendar is a really 
helpful tool.  It’s very nice to see 
everyone on one screen to know 
what’s going on (especially when 
I almost forget Quality Circle 
meetings!)

The problem, is that it takes 20 
steps to see it...not very user 
friendly to get to.

You can add the calendar to 
your Google Calendar and 
phone - giving you easy access 
at a moment’s notice.

Price:
FREE!!!

The HCDE webmail program 
was old 10 years ago...very 
difficult to use.  Fortunately, 
you have other options.

At School 
Use Microsoft Outlook

At Home  
Use your smartphone

How do I do this?

• Create a Google Account

• Next to “Other Calendars”, right click and select “Add 
Calendar by URL”

• Use the following URL: http://www.google.com/
calendar/ical/webmaster%40smmhs.com/public/
basic.ics

How do I do this?
I’ve created a guide that will walk you through the 
process using pictures and copious amounts of arrows 
(everyone loves a red arrow...especially Robin Hood!)

Download it here...http://bit.ly/hcdeemail  
                                      (you can click on the link)

http://www.google.com/calendar/ical/webmaster@smmhs.com/public/basic.ics
http://www.google.com/calendar/ical/webmaster@smmhs.com/public/basic.ics
http://www.google.com/calendar/ical/webmaster@smmhs.com/public/basic.ics
http://www.google.com/calendar/ical/webmaster@smmhs.com/public/basic.ics
http://www.google.com/calendar/ical/webmaster@smmhs.com/public/basic.ics
http://www.google.com/calendar/ical/webmaster@smmhs.com/public/basic.ics
http://bit.ly/hcdeemail
http://bit.ly/hcdeemail
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43 Unplug Laptop 44

Don’t forget that being a teacher does not require you to 
be on call 24/7/365.  Don’t be afraid to turn off the “bing” 
your phone makes when you get an email...especially on 
a break.  We spend enough of our life governed by 
bells...you deserve to unplug once in a while.

Or as the kids say, “YOLO!”

Price:
???

A lot of teachers connect their 
main desktop with the 
Promethean Board.  This 
makes it difficult when you 
need to access the gradebook 
or read an email.

A seperate laptop, dedicated 
to the Promethean Board will 
free your main desktop to do 

Mommy, where do laptops come from?

• Some departments receive laptops with book orders.

• You don’t need a power-PC...see if there are any 
friends or family that got a new laptop.

• Treat Yourself!

Price:
Priceless

teacher stuff. It will also allow your computer to connect 
to other WiFi devices.

The question is...where do we get these laptops?
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45 Office at Home Passwords 46

Price:
$9.95

HCDE is (or at one time was) 
enrolled in the “Home Use 
Program”.  This allows HCDE 
employees to buy a full copy of 
Microsoft Office for a home 
computer for an extremely low price.

To take advantage of this offer, go to 
http://www.microsofthup.com/hupus/
home.aspx?culture=en-US (you can 
click on the link)

Enter your HCDE email account and 
click on “Don’t Know Your Program 
Code.”

Price:
Priceless!

Your passwords, especially 
your HCDE password, are 
very valuable. Don’t ever give 
them out to any student. With 
that password, students can 
access their grades, log into 
your computer, and send 
emails that look as though 
they have come from you. You 
are taking a huge risk giving 
out any password.

If you install Airserver or some other program that 
allows you to stream your iPad to the computer, or 
you have an AppleTV - YOU MUST PASSWORD 
PROTECT IT!  I reinstalled a program and forgot to 
put a password on it.  Within a few minutes, one of 
our precious students played a “colorful” rap song 
through my speakers - don’t let that happen! 
(I won’t lie...I’ve actually done that to other teachers before...not with bad songs...)

If you aren’t sure if it is safe...shoot me an email and 
I’ll try to log in and play a song of my choice!

http://www.microsofthup.com/hupus/home.aspx?culture=en-US
http://www.microsofthup.com/hupus/home.aspx?culture=en-US
http://www.microsofthup.com/hupus/home.aspx?culture=en-US
http://www.microsofthup.com/hupus/home.aspx?culture=en-US
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47 Virus Scanner Reply All Button 48

Price:
FREE!!!

HCDE has provided virus 
scanners on all of the school’s 
computers.  This is a very 
helpful tool and I’m glad its 
there. 

Unfortunately, once a week, the 
scanner runs a full scan of your 
computer (usually Tuesday).  
Nothing you can do about this. 
This tends to slow down your 
computer a bunch.

If this is causing a problem...you 
are trying to get something done 
and you just can’t because the 
Virus Scanner is running, you 
can access it and shut down the 
scan.

DON’T ALWAYS CLOSE THE 
SCANNER...IT DOES NEED 
TO RUN SOMETIMES. 

Price:
Annoyed 

Coworkers

Does everyone need to hear your 
response?  Are you just asking a 
question of one person.  Are you 
offering congratulations to one 
person? Do you wish to discuss 
politics/religion/

The “REPLY” button is usually the 
appropriate choice!

How to?:

• Find the icon in the 
bottom right of the 
screen like this

• If it is in motion, click 
on it.

• This should give you 
an option to cancel 
scan.
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49 Google Search Other Resources 50

Price:
FREE!!!

There are several fantastic resources 
that can be found on the internet with 
tips/tricks/and great ideas!

Here are a few that I thought were 
neat...

• Edshelf - link 
This website allows you to view submissions from other 
teacher on technology that works.  It has neat features 
that let you collect all of your favorites in a collection.

• teacherchallenge.edublogs.org - link 
This unique site features “challenges” that lead teachers 
through several different types of using technology.  This 
site does a good job of holding your hand as you create 
something cool.

• Kathy Schrock’s Site - link 
Kathy Schrock has a neat site that gives you a ton of 
ideas and links as you try to use tech in the classroom.

• Fellow Teachers  
Other teachers have a ton of ideas - ask them. If you 
have a cool technique or app, share it!

http://www.google.com/
http://www.google.com/
http://edshelf.com/
http://edshelf.com/
http://teacherchallenge.edublogs.org/
http://teacherchallenge.edublogs.org/
http://www.schrockguide.net/tech-skills-for-teachers.html
http://www.schrockguide.net/tech-skills-for-teachers.html
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Apps are a very personal thing...an app that one person loves may be useless to another.  I don’t claim that these are the best apps 
out there, or that any other app is inferior...but, these are the first 20 apps I install or use on a new iOS device as of March 4th.

Bonus...Raynolds’ Top 20 Apps

1. Dropbox 
Dropbox lets me access all of my important 
files...here or at school. When I create a 
document on the iPad - I put it on Dropbox and 
access it anywhere.  Absolutely essential!

6. Siri 
Siri is awesome...even though she has rejected 
my proposal of marriage many times, she still 
lets me contact people, find my way home, add 
calendar appointments, etc... Ask Siri “What 
planes are flying overhead” - Magic! 

11. Google Chrome  
While the default Internet app “Safari” works 
fine, I like Google Chrome. Since I use Chrome 
on my computers, it lets me go to any page 
open on any of my computers. 

16. Passbook  
This is sadly an iPhone only app, but the Apple 
Passbook app allows you to use your phone to 
double for those store cards we get. I use my 
iPhone to pay for Starbucks and let me get on 
airplanes!

2. Facebook 
While I don’t use it for school, a person of my 
generation needs this app. It’s gotten even 
better now that teenagers don’t like Facebook 
anymore because (it was taken over by old 
people).  WE WON!!!

7. Sunrise/Fantastical (iPhone)  
I’m not a huge fan of the default calendar app. 
These two apps make things much clearer to 
me.  There are a bunch of calendar choices - try 
a few out especially if you have several 
calendars.

12. Remotes (not an app...per se...)  
I have a ton of apps that control everything from 
Keynote presentations, to worship software at 
my church, to a remote digital mixer, to a cable 
box. These days, if it connects to the internet, 
there’s probably a remote app for it.

17. Threes 
I had to include one game. This is a simple 
game that’s quick to play and can actually be 
fun to play. Check out the games in the App 
Store - there’s a ton of fun stuff.

3. Twitter/Tweetbot (iPhone only)  
If you have Twitter, you already have this app 
and use it all the time.  If you don’t, move on.

8. Evernote  
Allows you to access your notes that you’ve 
created on your computer or phone. Handy little 
app that can do many things and while you may 
not always use it, for free, you’ll be glad you 
have it!

13. TripIt 
When travelling, this app is essential. The 
service allows you to forward any travel email 
and it will organize everything to keep all 
numbers. times, dates in order for when you 
travel. Check out the website - tripit.com

18. Amazon 
This isn’t as fun now that Amazon taxes 
Tennessee purchases but it does what you’d 
imagine. I always feel dirty when I let the app 
scan the bar code of an item in a store to see 
the Amazon price - but I still do it!

4. Dark Sky 
While it sounds like a bad sci-fi series on one of 
those weird channels, it’s actually a great 
weather app that tells you what’s going on 
when.

9. Camera 
I’ve tried many camera apps but always came 
back to the basic default app. If I want a picture 
that looks like its been smeared through mud 
and shot at, I’ll use Instagram. For those other 
times, the Camera app works fine.

14. Wolfram Alpha  
To call this a just another calculator is to call 
Tom Clancy just another author. This app is a 
computation engine that can actually be used 
for much more than just math. Download it and 
check out some examples.

19. Notes  
Evernote lets you organize notes and do tons of 
fun stuff - but when I need to remember a 
number for a few minutes, it just fire up notes 
and type it in. I’ve got one big note with a ton of 
random phrases and numbers.

5. Messages (comes with iPad) 
LOL - I totes m’goat <3 txting. Now U can be 
amazeballs and txt UR children. They’ll think 
you are no longer a n00b, but are now L33t. 
Just this act of writing that made me 10% more 
dumber

10. Google Maps  
While the default map program on iPhones and 
iPads has gotten better, Google Maps is still 
better.  It lets me find where I’m going (note, 
HCDE iPads don’t have GPS - this is more for a 
phone situation)

15. Netflix  
Got an hour and a half to kill...hypothetically... 
Then watch a movie on Netflix - the HD movies 
look amazing on the iPad Air’s screen.

20. YouTube 
Feeling down, watch a video of a kitchen cutely 
jumping off a table. I even use this in class to 
AirPlay videos because HCDE doesn’t block the 
YouTube app at all!
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Coming Soon...
There is currently top secret work 
going on in the bowels of SMMHS 
putting together a website that will 
allow teachers to access all the 
tips and tricks specific for Signal 
Mountain.  This will be a website 
built by people that have some 
expertise to share. 

If you are an expert in something 
and would like to help with this 
process, contact Bo Chamberlain.



I hope this helps
-Chris

Bonus Tip
This booklet was created with an Apple product 

called “iBooks Author”.

If I wanted to (which I don’t), I could submit this to 
Apple and have this available in their book store.

It’s a very easy to use program...makes it look like 
I put in more time than I actually did!
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